Treatment of small cell lung cancer by eight weeks chemotherapy.
Eighty-two patients with small cell lung cancer (SCLC), 32 with limited disease, were treated with alternating chemotherapy. Eight courses were administered at weekly intervals, and responding patients received radiotherapy to sites of bulk disease. Overall response rate was 76.8%. Overall median survival was 265 days, 408 days in patients with limited disease. The median symptom free period after chemotherapy was completed was 123 days. These results are comparable with those in reports of chemotherapy of longer duration and warrant the further investigation of short duration treatment in this disease.